
Creation, Care and Feeding of a Ready 
Bag/Go Bag

•Purpose:  To provide effective communications
•To provide requested communications on short notice 

and under unusual conditions
•To not tax the emergency environment from which you 

are operating

Solution?

•Be prepared with training and a a go bag that contains 
necessities
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• It’s not as much what’s in the bag, but how 
to effectively use the contents

• Training, preparedness, drills, on-line 
classes, lessons learned

• Level 1 Emergency Communications 
EC-001 through the ARRL

• “Short notice” means minutes or hours, not 
days



The Bag

• Waterproof/water resistant, or can be treated
• Waterproof = prevent rain intrusion, not to float or be submerged

• Handles
• Sturdy to survive rough handling or storage
• Larger than you think you will need

You will always find extra things to bring                

• Duffel, sports, luggage, tool bags - yes
• Computer cases, backpacks, bowling bags, 

plastic storage containers - maybe
• Paper sacks, plastic bags, stuff sacks, shopping 

bags - no





Rules to Live By:

• Put your name and call sign on everything.
• WHITE HEAT SHRINK TUBING IS YOUR FRIEND

• Put your name and call sign on every piece of 
anything that can be separated, i.e. battery 
covers, carrying cases, attachments, etc.

• Put your name and call sign on the outside of 
the bag.

• Put everything inside water-tight freezer bags
• Do not store batteries inside devices that use 

them – takes more space but saves the device



Two Bags Needed

• 24 hour bag
• Day-2 to Day-3 bag – more like a pile
• Bags should have cousins:
• Family evacuation supplies
• Shelter-in-place supplies
• Tornado survival supplies and equipment
• Camping/hunting/fishing supplies
• Field day supplies
• Vehicle emergency equipment



Things you must know:

• Will I have access to my vehicle?
• Have a full tank of gas – extra gas can?
• Crossband repeater for mobile rig

• Will I have shelter, or must I bring my 
own?

• Ask yourself:  What is appropriate clothing 
and protection for any expected weather?

• It would be difficult to keep all clothing for all seasons in 
one location – consider a winter collection, and a 
spring/summer/fall collection



Scenarios

• Training
• Natural disasters:  Localized flooding (Indian Creek, 

Jones Co.,) regional flooding (floods of 1993,) tornados, 
blizzards, widespread wind damage.

• Man-made disasters:  Local evacuation (Toxic Tuesday,) 
regional evacuation (Duane Arnold,) loss of 911 
services, train derailments, plane accident, bus accident, 
highway closures, water contamination, wide area power 
outages/blackouts.

• Others to consider:  earthquake (check out the New 
Madrid Fault,) wildfires, terrorist attack.



Communications Equipment

• Checklist in Bandspread
• Do not overlook the small make/break 

items:
• RF adapters, spare fuses, extension cords
• Basic instructions for radio use
• Copy of license
• Copy of Emcom course completion





































• Day-2 to Day-3 bag will need additional 
items:

• Food and water
• Lots more money
• We are not yet a cashless society – bring 

cash
• Tent or other shelter
• Sleeping bag, pillows, blankets



• Grab extra food – not normally stored in the go 
bag

• Inverter

• Deck of cards
• Cooking gear?
• Cooler?

• Firewood?
• As you can see, this gets into normal camping 

supplies and equipment



















Longer than 3 days?

• Much more of the same
• By far, the heaviest item will be water, if you must remain 

self contained

• Generator +all accessories (oil, cords, etc)
• HF gear
• Computer
• Large cooler
• Looks like an extended field day (wonder 

why?)



Don’t know how long the 
deployment will be?

• Grab everything you can carry that is 
related

• Be resourceful - may need to trade 
supplies with other responders or 
residents

• Be specific as to how long you can deploy
• Expect conditions to be less than pleasant



Feeding the Go Bag

• Periodic maintenance:  
• Food date expiration
• Water expiration
• Calling card expiration
• First Aid supplies
• Batteries – Never store them inside a device:
• HT rechargeable batteries – use and recharge monthly
• DVM
• Alarm clock
• Cell phone
• Expiration dates on alkalines – usually good for 5 years



Where to obtain supplies

• Ham fests/flea markets
• Surplus stores
• Thrift shops – Salvation Army
• Close-out bins at retail stores
• On line
• On the ground
• You don’t need to spend a lot of money to 

create your go bags



SOAPBOX

• Everything that gives or 
can receive 12 volts 
should have a Power 
Pole on it

• No equipment comes with 
them, make adapters for 
everything. Put your name 
on every adapter

• Group purchase?



Examples:

• Radios, chargers, batteries, supplies
• Computers, air pumps, coolers, GPS, etc.
• Anything that gives or needs 12 volts!



Perceptions

• We must emphasize we are a service, not 
a hobby or bunch of ‘amateurs’

• Our service is available for emergencies 
and to benefit the public

• We are participating in a service that is a 
privilege, not a right

• Name change?
• ‘When all else fails…’ we have to be ready



End

• Questions/Comments?

• Enjoy samples of dried fruits
• Pineapples
• Apples
• Apple leather
• Strawberries


